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Dear Parents,                     Thursday 1st December 2016 
 

Federation Newsletter - November Edition 
 

Welcome to the November edition of the monthly federation newsletter and I rather sense that there 
may be a bit of festive spirit running through this particular publication but more on this later!  As the 
cold weather begins to bite, please can I take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of 
having a warm coat in school for your child.  They still love to play outside at this time of year but we 
are reluctant to let them do so unless they can wrap up nice and warm.  Many thanks. 
 

Staffing 
 

As you will all be aware, there have been a number of changes in our admin and finance departments, 
of late, but I am delighted to be able to report that we have now been able to appoint to the new 
position of Senior Administrator with Bursar Duties at both schools, as follows:  
 

 Gedney Church End: Mrs. Natasha Parnell 
 Lutton St. Nicholas: Miss Zara Lewis 

 
This will mean that the staff appointed will take responsibility for both admin and finance at each of 
their respective schools.  I know you will all warmly welcome this good news as you have already had 
an opportunity to work with both Mrs. Parnell and Miss Lewis in their current roles.  My thanks also 
go to the children, governors and staff who were involved in the interview process and also the many 
applicants we had for these very important senior roles.  Very exciting times indeed! 
 

Vacancy: Midday Supervisory Assistant 
 

With Mrs. Parnell’s appointment as Senior Administrator with Bursar Duties, she will be unable to 
continue in her current role as a Midday Supervisory Assistant.  As a result, the federation is wishing 
to appoint to this position.  Whenever vacancies of this kind arise, I like to bring them to the attention 
of our parents first.  The key details are as follows: 
 

 Hours per week:  7.5 
 Duration:  39 weeks per year 
 Base:   Gedney Church End 
 Training:  Provided 

 
If any of you feel you may be interested in this position, please feel free to come and see me before 
Friday 9th December.  I will happily provide you with a full application pack including a Person 
Specification, Job Description and application form.  Finally, as many staff will tell you, employment 
as an MSA can often provide a gateway for other roles in school, including Teaching Assistance.  I 
shall look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Santa’s Arrival at the Springfield Shopping Centre 
 

Excitement is definitely mounting at school as our choirs look forward to performing at the Springfield 
Shopping Centre this evening.  From my perspective, I have been really impressed with the dedication 
and talent of our many choristers, all of whom have enjoyed the extra singing sessions at lunchtimes.  



Choir members will be taking home a separate letter but for those families who are not directly 
involved, please feel free to come and see us.  Our performance time is 6.25 pm – 6.45 pm.  Most of 
the staff will be there, too, and what better way to usher in December than with a highly prestigious 
local event of this nature.  Finally, the cast of Aladdin will be our warm-up act and it will be great for 
our children to rub shoulders with local and national celebrities, most notably Kia Pegg (CBBC, The 
Dumping Ground) and Mark Wingett (The Bill and Quadrophenia).  Please feel free to come and join 
us! 
 

Longtown Week 
 

Just a quick reminder to all of the parents who do have children in Year 6, we will be departing for the 
Longtown Outdoor Education Centre of Sunday 11th December, returning to school again on Friday 
16th December.  During this time, I will be out of school along with Miss Jacobs, Mr. Bland and Mrs. 
Edwards.  If, for any reason, you need to contact me, the out of hours e-mail link is as follows: 
 

 lwhitney_winschool@yahoo.com 
 
This address is monitored daily and a response is thus guaranteed.  For all other matters, please feel 
free to contact either school on the main telephone numbers. 
 

Social Media 
 

With regards to social media, I have noted some incidents recently where the schools, and even 
individual children from our schools, have been named in Facebook conversations.  Please can you 
remain aware that your child’s Home-School Agreement contains the following commitment on behalf 
of our parents: 
 

 Using social media responsibly and never mentioning the school or other pupils unless 

permission has been granted by the Executive Head Teacher 
 
As a school, we pride ourselves on being open, approachable and even-handed in our response which 
ensures any issues are fully addressed.  I would be most grateful, going forward, if the above 
commitment could be maintained.  Thanking you, in advance. 
 

Christmas Postal Service 
 

From the beginning of next week, the Christmas Postal Service will open at both schools and your 
child is more than welcome to bring in their Christmas cards in the usual manner.  Please can you 
ensure that the envelope contains the full name and class of the intended recipient as this makes 
delivery so much easier.  Usually, we have a little stock of cards that cannot be delivered for this 
reason and this is a shame for all concerned. 
 

And Finally…. 
 

I am very much looking forward to seeing you all at our many Christmas plays and productions next 
week!  As always, the children have been working incredibly hard and I know that you are going to be 
very proud of all they have achieved.  Raffles will be held at both schools, once again, and I wish to 
express my gratitude to FOGS and FOLS for supporting us in this way.  Finally, I am more than happy 
for pictures to be taken at any of the performances on the condition that they are not posted on any 
form of social media.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. L. Whitney - Head Teacher 
Gedney Church End and Lutton St. Nicholas Federated Primary Schools 


